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Figure 1: 31 Charles Street, Forest Lodge, viewed from the south-west 

 

Figure 2: Location map of 31 Charles Street, Forest Lodge 
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Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Andrew Porter 

Date:  29 June 2026 

Premises: 31 Charles Street, Forest Lodge 

Executive summary 

1. The City received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW 
(FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 18 June 2026 with respect to 
matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 3 storey building used for residential accommodation.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 25 June 2026. This inspection found that fire 
safety was adequately provided.  

Chronology 

Date Event 

20 February 2026 The City received a complaint regarding noise from the building’s 
fire alarm system. 

26 February 2026 The City inspected the premises and found a fault was occurring 
with the building fire alarm system and issued a corrective action 
letter to the building owners to resolve the issues with the system. 

30 March 2026 The City inspected the premises and found the corrective action 
requirements to have been completed and the issue with the 
building fire alarm system had been addressed. 

17 June 2026 FRNSW correspondence received. 

25 June 2026 The City inspected the premises and found no further issues. 

Fire and Rescue NSW report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 23 March 
2026, and a reinspection was undertaken on 9 April 2026. 
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Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

1 Automatic Fire Detection and Alarm System 

1A. The fire indicator panel was switched off 
and without power supply and the system 
was offline. 

The City’s inspection on 25 June 
2026 found the automatic fire 
detection and alarm system 
operational and without fault or 
isolation, addressing this matter. 

6. FRNSW have made no direct recommendation within their report other than legislative 
notification and advised that it is at the City’s discretion to inspect and address any 
other deficiencies identified on the premises. 

Council investigation officer recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer it is 
recommended Council not exercise its powers to give a fire safety order at this time. 

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 
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